


Amplifying the voices of survivor’s and those affected by VAWG. 
Highlighting links between different forms of male violence.
Promoting interagency responses to the abuse of women and children. 
Identifying and addressing unmet and emerging needs.

Work is informed by an understanding of the links and overlaps between different 
forms of violence, discrimination, and oppression

Support Scottish Government & partner agencies to broaden the agenda to address 
all areas of VAWG, particularly commercial sexual exploitation (CSE)



The Encompass 
Network

www.encompassnetwork.info

https://www.facebook.com/Encomp
ass-Network-1065509953531923/

http://www.ecompassnetwork.info/


Making the links
• CSE and its different forms

• The links between CSE and other forms of 
violence against women and girls

• The dynamics and factors that push women 
and girls into selling and exchanging sex

• The realities and needs of women involved 
in the sex industry 











Is that exploitation?



“Female Wanted For Sex –
Hi I am looking for a female for company 
and give me regular sex.

I am 28 single male with free 
accommodation if you like.

Condom free is preferred anyone 18-25s is 
fine (students and single mum's welcome), 
and if you fancy getting pregnant that’s an 
added bonus. If you are already pregnant 
that’s cool too.

So if interested when email me with a bit 
about you and we can go from there thanks.
 Pic appreciated”



Is that exploitation?





Is that exploitation?



Sex for rent is an abhorrent, 
exploitative practice which is preying 
on vulnerable people who are already 
facing housing difficulty.

Shelter Scotland absolutely condemns 
this crime and anyone involved in the 
exploitation of anyone regardless of 
who they are or where they are living.











Is that exploitation?



Sarah’s story



What happens between 2 adults is their own business

It’s a financial transaction for a service 

She gave her consent 

She has capacity to make decisions

She has made a poor lifestyle choice

 She’s a sex worker 



THE NOT-SO-SIMPLE NARRATIVE...

‘sex industry’

‘Sexual services can be 

exchanged for money or 

goods between two 

consenting adults’



Exploitation of vulnerability and inequality, either by 
individuals or by the sex industries

Individual perpetrator

Industrialised perpetration



:

For many women, the 
complex factors which 
pushed them into 
prostitution remain while 
they are involved 

and are barriers to deal 
with when exiting.



What can put a 
women in a 
vulnerable 
position for 

CSE?



1 . s o m e  s e l l i n g  s e x  =  p l e a s u r a b l e  a n d  
l u c r a t i v e  c a r e e r  c h o i c e ,  o r  a s  a  
t h e r a p e u t i c  v o c a t i o n .  

2 . s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
( m a i n l y  w o m e n  a n d  t r a n s  w o m e n )  a r e  
s e l l i n g  s e x  t o  g e t  b y  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  

3 . m a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  w h o  a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  a c u t e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  s e r i o u s  
a n d  s u s t a i n e d  h a r m .

The nature and prevalence of prostitution and sex work in England and Wales today - Hester et al, 2019.
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• Poverty / finances / debt / loan sharks / benefits
• Employment – low paid / precarious
• Housing – homeless,, rent / mortgage

• Disabilities – employment availability
• Health issues eg physical 
• Substance use / alcohol use

• Caring responsibilities
• Involved in criminal justice / prison 

• Pressure / coercion partner / pimp

• Backgrounds and experiences of abuse
• Care experienced 

• Lack supportive network
• Migrant women – NRPF

• Peer group / contacts already involved– recruited into



These vulnerabilities create the context in which people are actively 
targeted, recruited, coerced and trafficked into the sex trade. 



Approx 72,800 UK —  
88% are women.

Most are mothers. 

Home Office. (2004). 

Paying the Price: A Consultation Paper on Prostitution



Over-representation of marginalised groups:

• women in poverty, 
• women experiencing domestic abuse,
• Women facing or experiencing homelessness
• Women using substances
• Women health needs 

• migrant women, 
• women from ethnic minorities, 



The UK is subject to an escalating ‘cost of 
living crisis’ that will cause untold harm for 
women in Scotland, with disabled women, 
BME women, younger and older women, 
lone parents, unpaid carers and women 
with insecure immigration status at even 
greater risk of deeper poverty and 
destitution.
• https://www.engender.org.uk/content/publications/Engender-ICESCR-pre-sessional-shadow-report.pdf



I didnt choose 
prostitution

Prostitution choose 
me

Bridget Perrier: tgam.ca/TheTrafficked

http://tgam.ca/TheTrafficked


The Encompass Network

www.encompassnetwork.info

https://www.facebook.com/Encompass-Network-1065509953531923/

http://www.ecompassnetwork.info/






impacted by 
cost of living – 

90%

Dom abuse – 

59%

LAC – 

14%

Learning 
disability – 

4 %

Physical health 
issues/disability 

– 19% 

Mental health 
issues – 

86%

substance use 
issues – 

61%

has been 
homeless – 

63% 

has criminal 
convictions – 

41%

CSA – 

27 %
first involved 

under 18 – 
18%

experienced 
violence/abuse – 

79% 

links to 
organised crime 

– 29%





Which of these 
issues do you 

work with?



“I think I was putting mask on to 
make other people think, "Eh look 
she's fine she's looking fine she's 
doing good." 

But inside I really wasnae fine. Far fae 

fine. Crumbling Underneath.”



I was off my head with 
that first punter. I
remember I had boots 
on... he’s asked us to
put them on the 
dashboard. I remember
that. It’s funny what 
sticks in your mind isn't 
it?



“I wasn't prepared for 
that life, not at all. 

If anything did happen, 
I didnae have any'hing 
to protect myself wi'.  

I had a nail file. That 
was it.”  



That money – it didn't stay wi' 
you.

Nah. 

In one hand and into a smack 
dealer's hand, so they were the 
ones that were getting the 
money from it.  From the punter 
to me to the dealer.  

It never stayed with me.



“Easy money”

The money doesn’t last. You can make 
the money but once you’re not new 

anymore, the money is harder to come 
by.

 
Oh when you’re new, it’s basically like 

you’re fresh meat. 

It’s something new for a customer to 
try and once they’ve tried you, you’re 

not new anymore. 



At the start I used to drink my way 
through it. I would drink on every 
shift, just to try and put it out of 
your head. Drugs were involved. 
That’s how you coped.  I got to a 
stage where I couldn’t do that 
anymore. But I was still choosing 
to do the job so I suppose that’s 
when it affects you more. When 
there isn’t anything to cushion 
that blow. When the buffer isn’t 
there.



I had to be drunk that whole first 
month. I had to drink like every 
day to get tipsy and drunk.  A 
bottle of vodka. If I wasn’t drunk or 
something, I couldn’t go in the 
room with the customer. I was 
feeling shy, I didn’t know what to 
do. 



“One week”

When I arrived, he said if I want to go 

sleep, I must sleep with make-up on 

and everything be ready. If someone’s 

calling I have to answer phone even if 

I’m sleeping. 

So you kinda have to be available and 

ready, twenty four hours. All the time. 

I was like, “Really?” Sometimes I had 

to wake up and to take the customer 

straight away, middle of night and 

early morning.





‘I can scan an agency website just as I do a 
takeaway menu and say ‘yes, I’ll have that 

tonight’.’

 



“I have a good sex life at 
home so I only punt for 
variety… sometimes I 
want something quick 
and sleazy in a parlour, 
getting a hand job or 
blowjob while the wife’s 
shopping and you have a 
few minutes to spare 
before you meet up again 
and take her home.’’



‘I punt because I love 
slim, pretty young girls 
and at my age there is no 
chance of meeting those 
type of girls in my normal 
life… I punt because I like 
young, pretty girls who 
are young enough to be 
my daughter — or in 
some cases my 
granddaughter.’



‘For me it is a power thing, 
having the power to hurt and 
degrade if I want with no 
consequence. Anal is an 
ultimate act and involves 
submissiveness, hence more 
power to me.
I do it with very small  
attractive petite oriental 
escorts pretty often.’



‘ Visited… a Japanese girl 
who was not quite right 
and during my visit 
showed me a piece of 
paper with “I have no 
choice” written several 
times on it. Question is, 
is she free or is she held, 
unable to get away by 
criminals who are using 
her?’ 



Encompass 



CSE Aware

www.cseaware.org





Linda Thompson
National Co-Ordinator

enquiries@womenssupportproject.org.uk
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